
in
THE SUN, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1918.

Wallace in Signing to Play Next Season Shoots for New Major League Record 24th Year as a Big Leaguer
FEW PLAYERS SAW DONOVAN'S TASK ISA GROUP OF STARS PAST AND PRESENT WHO WORE BASEBALL HARNESS FOR A SCORE OF YEARS OR MORE.

20 YEARS SERVICE NOT AN EASY ONE

Four, "Wallace, Wagner, Lajoie Wild Bill Will Tackle n Big
and Clarke, in Modern Job as Conch of Tigers'

Group. BBSS!? fXAV S ? ' f " ' ft
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OID RECORDS ABE FAULTY OTHER BASEBALL GOSSIP

Givo Major League Credit to
Men Who Pat in Part of

Time in Minors.

nr rnEDEitiCK o. liei,
Tho present old fashioned winter sesms

to liavs brought a lot of the baseball
old timers out of their shells. News-
paper ofllces have been bombarded with
lpttr i arguments and clippings by these
veteran fans, who seek to prove what n
feeble assortment the present day stock
of pla era has fallen to when compared
with the men who manned the big
leagues a generation aco.

It was tho venerable Cap Anaon who
got tho old boys started when lie re-
cently picked an nil star team for all
time, without a single twentieth cen
tury player winning as much as hon-
orable mention on his team. Having
discovered a champion In "Baby" Anson,
tlio old fashioned player and fan has
rus'ied to tho colors. And when one of
these old timers gets wound up there Is
no euro for hint. The only thing to do is
tn stand by until he has blown off his
steam.

The truth of the matter Is that few of
theso old fellows have grown with bass-bal- l.

As far as matters concerning base.
Kill, they still live In the past, and noth-
ing a modern ball player could do would
make him as good as the men of the
pant. Cap Anson Is tho greatest ex-
ponent of that class. To him the pres-
ent lot of diamond performers aro Just
sail players, and good ball players, but
a for stars, why, thero simply haven't
been any since he stopped playing.

Cor. Tener an Exception,
One of tho few exceptions Is Gov.

T'nvr. president of the National League.
en of "Bab.x" Anson's pitchers In Chi-
cago In tho lato eighties. "We, of
course, had some great players In the
eld days," said Tencr, "but to say that
baseball has not crown la foolish. Base-li- b

II Is in n continual Mute of evolution
and advances all the time. A virile sport
like baseball could not stand still: it
must grow In technical skill of the play-
ers as much as It docs In its Importance
as a ? port."

Thla may sound like treason to An-sm- i,

but chows where one man has kept
faro nlth the times while the other still
Uvea In the past

The pet argument of the old timers Is
that the old fellows lasted much longer
In the big leagues than tho modern
player. This may bo true to a certain
xtent. but the competition was not as

kern in the old days and young players
wre not given the opportunity they now
r.eh. Cliques of old time players
would do their best to discourage the
ambitious ;.nungtcr anxious to wrest a
job from on of the veterans. Stiffened
lr. were covered up and when the "old
arm" Wan to lose its snap tills matter
easily would be attended to by placing
Mr, Glass Arm on first basev

While It I truo that the life of the
hip league hall players l

abort. Ftlll the claims of the
old timers about their baseball Methuse-la1- -

are rather overdrawn. For in-
stance, one of Cap Anson's disciples

wrote Titu Sun that the only sixp;aers who ever lasted twenty years
it longer In tho big leagues were Cao
Anon. Deacon Jlnj White. .Too fitart,
.1 hi u'rtourke, Jako Beckley and Cy
Toung.

Other Who Played 20 Years.
niong the old timers who playedtrnty rears or more whom our friend

to mention were Billy Hart,
Jack Glasscock, Bllt Gleason. Jesse Burs-fi-

t. Boger Connor. George Van Hal-trc- n

and Billy Hamilton, and the more
modem quartet of whiskered veterans
rthody Wallace, Hans Wagner, Nap La-
joie and Fred Clarke.

As. to Jim OT.ourke. though be
ball for thlrty-thrc- e years, only

eventten years of his career wero spent
!n the big league;. After leaving the
National Leaguo the venerable .Teems
put in sixteen years In the Connecticut
I.jnrue. Toward, the end of his playingear Jim played on tho same team
with his eon, and there was quits a llt-t!- n

expression of horror in some Puritan
el'clc.) when Jim sold hln son, his own
f.tsh arjl blood, to tho Yankees,, so Jim.
.'r, mtslit have his fling in the big
leagues, unfortunately for ths litter

From all available records, Wallace
Sas the record for continuous big league
service, though the veteran Bobble has
rot plxycd regularly now since 1011 and
was nut of tho big league for a spell
Uft year, when he started the season
an pjajlng manager of the Lincoln team.
H'i alo finished .tho 1910 season as an
American Loaguo umpire.

Anasn nnd C Young were supposed
in hold th. record for continuous big
lipu service with twenty-tw- o seasons,
if Wallace's half year In Lincoln may

.mltted, ho broke a record when lie
a ,fed as utility Infielder for the Card!- -'

x's during the latter part of last sea-xs- n

It Is to be regretted that Lajoie did
not remain In tho big leagues la t sea-!- i.

as this would hax-- made the big
frenchman's txvcnty-iecon- d nnd id

liim to tie Young and Anon, It
U a mot a certainty that Blflliig Lirry

in bail: lvlth some llg league rlul)
t " j ear. which would have been his

nt Dili d consecutive season as a
j,ar.

Cy Young's Itecord Best,
Cy Toung's record, of course, Is the

t!i at fimous ex-c-r hung up by a pitcher
""I no one has exer approached It. Cy's
' ,a3ue sorx'icx w as continuous, rang-betwe-

IS90 and 1911. He was
'r Ing to try a twenty-thir- d season,
i' .v.lns the training trip with the Braves
In tho spring of 1912, but then con-riiu-

lie had had enough. During
h s twenty-tw- o years as a big league
c I'lur f'y xvon SOS games and lost 311,
for a prccntage of .620.

Mathcwron pltcCied sixteen seaHons,
t .o'.irh he opiwarcd In only a few games
In 1900 when hs broke 1n with the
Oiants. IMdle Plank would have had a
fen chance to beat or tie Young's
fcord hid lie not been eo old when
'oiin!o Mack grabbed him for tho Ath-1'tlc- a.

At tho time Muck signed Plank
!r Uis Atretics In June, 1901, the
?mnus left bander lacked being 2

onlv two months. Many pitchers
' 'Ve played in flx-- to eeven big league
'aons tit t!io acn of 2H. At the age

i. 1'lanl: hns seventeen biff league
ht!i!i- -i Mm

d Gltasoti, now coach of the CM-- "
' White Sox, deserves front rang

', r the players xvho liava weatliered; !e. rue g.ilcs for a score of years or
ii. n Bxoiudlnir his aerv!e with the
"hue Sox da eoaoh ths Kid playea ball
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Pirate jrrrt nstgery Ttzn.
jfatwfec at Aational Zcagctc:
pitcftistor twenty --two
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Rhody Wallace Holds the Record
for Continuous Performance

Jim, Jr., never displayed any of his Illus-
trious parent's proficient y In New York.

Billy Hart pitched for twenty-eig- ht

years, of which moro than Jialf was
spent in the big leagues, though Billy
did not put In anywhere nenr twenty
full years as a major league pitcher.
Players like Jesse Burltett, Jack Beckley
and rtoger Connor wound out their ca-

reers in the minors, but put In a score
of years In fast company.

Old Time Records Faulty.
Considerable confusion has arisen

through the fact that old time records
Hat a plajer as playing twenty and
twenty-fiv- e years of Idg league hall when
In fact ten or more of that time was
spent in the nilnoie. The old timers'
literally played hall until they cut the
uniform off them. Salaries were not
so high, and ball plajer of that era
were more or less a carefree lot. Manx
or them bad little more money xxlicn
they stopped playing ball than when
they Marted. As a result they played In
the minor leagues as long as they could
lift an arm.

Take a player like Hani Wagner or
Nap I.ajole. Kither could last in a
minor league of the class 11 grade until
he is past fifty. But nowadays It
be considered almost sacrilegious to have
a player like Wagner eking out his
career for Murphysboro or Medicine Hat.
Or can any one imagine Ty Cobb, who
now earns $20,000 n year, xxotklug for
ISO a month for Waycross, Ga.. o- - some
other class D or C team at the age of

As a matter of fact Hans Wagner last
season completed his twenty-sevent- h

year as a profetslonel ball plaxcr, which
Is a year longer than Anson's actual
career, though eld Cap played semi-pr- o

ball for Anson's Colts as late as 1911.
Anson played twenty-tw- o jears In the
National League, while Wasner com-
pleted hla twenty-flr- st season last jear.
For that mattr Tlhody Wallace lias It
on Anson, as Wallace plaxed his twenty-thir- d

year of big leaeue basebill Mat
season, and the Scot Is signed up for a
twenty-fourt- h.

for twenty-fiv- e years a pitcher and
inflelder. practically all of it being in
the lilj; leagues.

Then Jack Glasscock, famous old time
shortstop of the Giants, Indianapolis,
St. Louis and other clubs, stuck around
for twenty-si- x seasons a goodly period
for a ball player to earn a baseball
salary. Glasscock's many friend, and
former admirers were glad to hear a
few days ago that the obituaries recently
printed about Jack were a tilt prema-
ture. It seems another Glasscock had
the misfortune to drive his car into a
speeding train, and the news was sent
broadcast that It was Jack Glasrcock,
the ball playr.

Then old Jess Burkett punched out
base hits for twenty-fiv- e seasons, though
the last flx-- of his playing career was
spent in the New Kngland League.

Hoger Connor, George Van Haltren
and Jake Beckley each spent twenty-fou- r

seasons as active players, most of
their lime being spent In the major
leagues, illllly Hamilton, the former
star of the Phillies, stuck around for
twenty-tw- o seasons,

Pred Clarke, former manager of
ritt'burg, might have created ciulte a
record for himself bid ho not retired as
a pla.xer after the season of 191.1. Pred
took part In nine games In 19U and
appeared as a pinch hitter twice In 191R,
ao he really playod during twenty-tw- o

succesalx'e seasons. During twenty of
these he was a regular player. In
talking of tho wonderful vitality of the
old time players old tlmera should not
overlook Fred Clarke, who must be
classed with the more modern piayars.

Clarke unquestionably could he play-
ing in the minor leagues to-d- If ho had
to. He st'l 1 xvas vigorous and a hard
clouter when he stopped playing regu-
larly In 1913.

Another great modern twenty year
athlete who announced only recently tha't
he has reared from tho sport. Is Harry
Davis, formerly captain of the Athletics
and for years Mack's first lieutenant
Harry broke in xxlth the Giants In 1896,
and as lata as last searon lie pick
up a bat in a pinch and drive in a
needsd run. Hoxvexer, h retired as
reriilar player with the Athletics in 1911.

Before Davis's retirement It xvau tld
In Philadelphia hs might play first base
for the Athletics1 next season until such
time as Mack rnuM dig up a successor
for ilclnnia, Karry could eitIly aUc'
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around a minor league of the Class B
brand for n number of yens. He now
is 44 years old. Daxia's long period In
the majors xvas interrupted by two years
he put iu with the old Eastern League
In 1S99 and 1900.

Harry Davis's predeceseor as captain
of the Athletics, old Lave Cross, also
played professional baseball for mere
than a score of years. Lave stuck in the
big leagues for nineteen yents. put in a
term with Nexv Orleans, and then xvas
playing manager of the Charlotte team
of the Carolina Association for a nuax-b- er

of years. Luxe xvas one of those
fellows who had to have the uniform rut
off him. He began to play professional
ball in 1S6, and played as late as 1911,
a period of txventy-s'.- x years.

During his term on tho New Orleans
team. Lave Crops xvas a member of the
same team with the famous old left
hander Theodore Htcitenstt In. better
known as The. Breltenstelu. Theodore s
career ns n pitcher lasted almost as long
as that of Cros's as an inflelder. After
several years In the minors, Breltenstein
Jollied the St. Louis Nationals In
and lasted In the big leagues until 1900.
He then put In eleven solid years In tho
Southern League.
Crawford A'rnls Tno More Years.

If Sam Craw ford, the famous old lt

slugger, ran xxeather two more sea-
sons In the majors ho xvill complete a
seme of years as a big leaguer by the
3 920 season, Sam completed his twen-
tieth sea.'nn ns a professional ball player
last season and his eighteenth as a big
leaguer.

Tommy Leach, who played with
Kansas City last season, declared lie is
now through, after playing profession-
ally for twenty-tw- o seasons,
of which were spent in the National
league. Tommy started playing In the
Virginia League In 1896, graduated to
the Louisville Nationals In 1S99 and
still played a rattling good game for
the Cincinnati Beds In 1915, xvhen he
quit the big league to manage Roches-
ter.

Thcro are qulto a number nf present
day big leaguers xvho have a fine chance
to equal tho records of Wagner, Lajoie
and Wallace. Though Ty Cobb was
only 31 years old last December he
alrrady lias played in thirteen seasons
with the Detroit .Tlgerr. At the age of
37 I'obh will be In iv position to com-
plete his twentieth season as a big
leaguer.

IMdle Collins also xvas young enough
to ho included among the players eligible
for the draft. Ho mine, Into Iho big
leagues a year after Cobb. At the ngs of
30 Collins has been in the hlg leagues
twelve Feasons, Walter Johnson at the
age of 29 1ms been in tho big leagues
(lev f.n seasons. As Cobb, Collins and
lohnsim all were In their teens when
they broke In II will be no trouble for
any of theso stars to live up to the rec-
ords vC old lunar.

JackOlasscock
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and the
and the by 5 to 3 and

5 to 1

on opening day or after

xvho made the first run.
first lilt, first enor, ic. Guide makei a
have been unable to di.scoxer the first
Individual who concelxed the Idea of
making players pastlmo twlcs iu one

but they think they haxe fixed
on the date of the first of the bat'galu
bills In the National Lea;ue, that hav-

ing been played iu on Sep-

tember 19, 1SS3, when the Clev.dands
were the Quakers' opponents. I'leve.
land xvon twlre, by scores of ,', to 3 and
3 to 1 respect ixely. it l not liow

or. that this was the first double
adsr III th" National League,

I.. . I. ,1,. rt.ci V,

National Lea cue. HTH. the
teams never were compelled to labor
twice on one afternoon, Hnd oxen then
the magnates hadn't learned that oil
holidays the public might Maud for
games in the morning and the afternoon.

Only once, dur.ng thp isfi
wero two ronteptK played on the ame
day, and they were not played on the
earn afternoon, one fracas he.ng run
off In tho morning and one in the after-
noon. The date wan 9, the
place wan Hartford, mid the

wero lt.utford and Cincinnati.
The unitexcil
both combats, the scores being 1 1 to
U nml S tn 3,

Hartford tilso xvas the scene of the
National League's first in tailed com-
bat, this being plaed on June Hi

Hartford and '.:. I.ouK When
the team' ceased play In tli nlxth In-

ning the Ra sterner had the Westerners
on the hip, 7 to M.

20 to .1 Score Iu IhTII.
The first National League contest

marked bv ,i lopsided xvas played
In on Apt II 2L 1S76,

tho Athletics and the Bostons.
The home team smothered the invadcts,
20 to 3.

Tim neNt day. in Louisville, occuned
tho first National League shutout. Chi-cng- o

was on the winning end of this
affair, the score of which xxas 1 to 0.

The honor of being the sceno of Hie
first 1 to 0 game in the National League
falls to Brooklyn. On June 10, 1S7C. the
Mutuala shut out Cincinnati by this
score and had to xvork one Inning over-
time. Theso teams on this date showed
n reversal of form, for two
days thev had indulged in u
contest whlrlt revealed 21 tallies for the
xvlnners and 5 for tho losers. Tho win-
ners were tlio Minimis.

Tho first National Leaguo game de-

rided by a single run took place in
on Apill 22, IS'fi, when Boston

won over the Athletics. C, to 3.
The National League's flrsTten Inning

contest showed up a xxeek later Is Bos-
ton xxlth the visiting Hart fords success-
ful mi the basis of 3 to 2.

(
The first diawn battle appeared In

on May 2.1. The Athletics
xvrte the Louisville and hos-
tilities Hopped with each team Iu the

of n brace of counters.
The fit st National League forfeit

loomed up in Si. Louis on August 21.
Tlio had tho Chkagos ns
their guests and the trouhlo evidently

,m itiili ihu JhIIxi, niitce (iio umpli

I

gave the game to the home truupe by j

j

1STU:
i 1'irst eleven inning game plaxed on'

August 2.'. at Cincinnati, the home teau
then defeating Louisville by a scoto of
S to 1.

Kitt twelve inning game plaxed on
Max- 2 at Brookl.xu. the home team then
defeating the Athletics. 3 to 2.

Klrt thirteen Inning game pla.xcd at
Loitieville on .tune 21, no decision being
iea.he.1. When tlmo xxai called the

team Btid tho visiting lliii i fords
each had fixe tuns.

fifteen inning game plaxed nl
Louisville on July S. Again plav ceased

i without either team landing the kayo
! blow The Muttiala xvete tho rmnoo.'i.ls
j nf the Colonels, una seem to haxn been

Hie Yankees of their time, The score
Will o to

l'irt sixteen Inning game played at
l.o'iisxllle o.i .luly irt. this being 'the

1,0 nrrn rn"!ul !"T''" nl ,,lly
n--i.... V.

.
,

imuis one
rcaiix being leuulred to settle one game.
I'tie score wis S to

(lul, arm rr linn. '

Whe her the scribes disagreed with the
magnates much about pnlirles in 1S7.1 Is1
not .iiinwii Certainly five xear.s later
th" pen xv lelder.s handed It tn the men

" cerium oi
their actions. Chicago and Troy played'
a game on the day President Garfield
wus being buried, and the Windy City's
leading paper placed the blame not only
on the ofiUlals of the two c!ub and on
tlie president of the league but on the
players as well. Tlio Chicago w liter,
purposely probably, mlwelled the name
of President Hulliort, falling him Hurl- -'

Pert, and the in
this manner :

"Tlie people of Chicago learned with
and disgust that a b.i?fhnll

elub claiming to represent this elty had
been emnglng in a public game xxitli an-
other team In Troy during the very
hours xvhen tne lamented Garfield xvns
being carried to his grave. The

for this shameful spectacle rests
mainly on the president of the club nnd
of tho baseball league, a person named
Hurlbcrt, who must have been aware
that tlio game was to take place, and

xd the oovver to stop It, but declined to
do so. The players, however, shared In i

the disgrace. If any or all of tbem had
had u apark of he or they
would have refused tn eele-brat- o

the day In a manner so inappro
priate,

during 1SS1 the Chicago
pa er reiuscu to consider the Chicago ;

ohii cum as a uiucago institution nml
notified Its coi not to send in
any accounts of tho games it engaged In.

TIip Cleveland club xvas in mote or
less of a ,1am xvlth its homo scribe, for
the Oltloaus Insisted on lhir exhibition
game with (he Mets lielng played tlie
day Garfield xvas hurled or tin payment
to tlie manager of the $100 guarantee.

to hint:.
The fifteenth annual dinner of the New

York Veteran Cricketers
wll! he hrld r.txt evening at
ths du Gourmet, on West
FoiLi-liili- d stltel.
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DARTMOUTH'S NOVICE MEETS.

Weekly Merles Will llrgln at Hall-
ux or Tills Week,

HxNovti:. N. 11, l'tb. 16 - Commenc-
ing tills week the annual scries of intcr-clas- s

novice meets at Dartmouth xvill

bo run off under the duration of Coicii
Harry Illllinan, xxlm Intends to u?o com
petitions as a method of unearthing new
..in........ I II.. . ..rl... I...... ,1.1b'"'"VIKII .! HI'' I.HI-II-J IV.IIII III.- - lllfe.
Practice for the pew men vv Iio ;ire plan
"Ing to enter tho events in thco meets
has a,ra,iv , Matted, and morn than

I".
; mon Ml.0 t.x,.,.,Prt to apc.. ucfme
the first meet.

,'""Ml mrPl " 111 '"'''"''e d.ishe, runs
and field events, and will be run on the
large cne mado M.ble by the size
of the tiaek w Ing of Alumni liMiinnsIum.
which nllows run.s. shotpntn and tlie
Jumping events all to bo going on nt the
sanie lime. uelav races lielween the

nn,l fminrniiv immw uiit i,
included in tho list, and novelties In the
shape of wall scaling, obstacle t ires and
tugs nf war and otliet military features
will bo ofTeied for Intercompany in- -
tcrest.s.

BASEBALL AT YALE.

Cninllilntrs Will Hp till led Out by
!'..( I ........ V - '('.. .1.. .

iprrinl ntipte, to The Six
Nnw II.vvks, Conn., I'eb. It! - The

Yale

nine

thus

ga
policy no professional

obtained complete
of ilepartmeut
by returning

Captain xvill have chatge
first.

M, C. lTKIt!CIIUI,ASTIC
Mlir.T.

I'eb, The HIkIi
of

interscholasllc y

lialf point Wakefield
team 1.1

.Must on of
Providence, in sexenth
4ixiilon with

YiBBBjaMgMjMjSj Sm.'''!'

"BANS
WAGNER
Complekd

asaprofessional lastiGar.

CAP AVSONr WllO loUglf
cztiventu-hv- o ueczr cam- -

PtxrViz . Taken in thefirst
year ofihe National
a Zea&ue. JS76.

FENCING ISSUED.

Interi'nllpRlnte Tourtiet to He

MHBril nt Coltniiliiii Xli.ri'li
The am u.il intercollegiate

tournament will be m-- in the c'oluinbi.i
l'nlvorsitv Kymn.islum this xcar on the
exeniti!; of Satnrdax. March i.t, a

In an iinnoin. cement" hv tho
Penciiig A.inciatmn yc.te! -

l''e tennis will loiiu.ele
V.l'"l'. "l" cxonw Niivv ;.inl
..j,,,!.. if Hie other three members of
the league Cnnell has nn fo Is tenm
this jear. linvxdoin xvill be kept ..wax

le expenses of the ai d the Hai- -
ur.l team Is only ".iifornml "

l ornierly the xn.nlv event nlvvn.xp
"'.ls lield In Hold .sti..-- Navy has
lai'tuied the honors in tne t'mrua,nients

t the two ycais
All.son .t the colunibu tc.rif

lured third place last winter, finishing
among the Blue and Wh.lp

"" '" eiirriunem .r wen as
giaduatlon.s nf other titcitihem of thn
If 17 ten in have le't In. neriencd men
for till ear's tourney, roister. Bleoner
and lloikasltas were fic'.minn
fencers of t eat

BUSY WEEK IN HOCKEY.

(Iniiti-- a tn lie 1'hi.x ed III
II rook I.in tee

elrclev. In add t Ion to the us.inl
seh.Tlatii. I'ouble head r Hie 11

nouiiio lienuer. nio iing arc
favorites,

f'lli:S lASTHHS AT I,s
An international chess masters tour-

nament, tlie most Impoitaut in teient
years, will be held at MusluM's ChfsS
Divan mi Friday afternoon and night,
February Ki. contestants xvill In-

clude Mai.shall, Anicrj, .in i tampion ;
lanovvski, Freneli chaniplon .lafi'e, lor-m- er

Western c : Ch.iJes, Neiv
York champion Black, champion
of Brooklyn ; Bernstein nf New llngland :
llodsrs, former Atnerlcnh ilinmp.np a.nl
Herman The ofllclals am II. .M.
Hartshome, referee, and Leon ncdlak,
corer.

candld.itPrt tor the baseball team Brooklyn team vv .1! ng,i m how its
will be called out next Tuesday. This wares in the Btookl.vn I. p I'.iln.e in a
Prof. Itobert N. Corvvi'i, ehaliman of game with the ll M ui'ir-'ta- seven,
the athletic board of control, announced The setles is being held under the

Norman L.vman of Nex Prtvitou, pices of the Amateur Hnckev
Conn., lias been appointed captain of The game will be on Wednesday
the and V. S. Hyde has been st-c- evening, February 20
tlie position of manager. As WashltigUn.'s ll,:tliday fails nn

Schedules will as nearly as Krlda.v. the s lionlbuy double header will
possible with of former .vears, et- -' ho plaxed ue.t Thiilsda.v night. Tim
erpt that games will be played only on " "ro Impoitaut g.inie Is tlio one

owing to the military work. t ween llratnius Hall and New- I'tieeht.
Gainer Iu all probability will ar- - Erasmus has t.) wm to keep with
ranged with Harvard and Princeton. P'ep- - Jamaica pud Commercial

III accordance with tho war time W'IH "'eet ",0 (l,llc1' ine of the
of the univeilty

Coach will hu and
charRo this will

graduates, Acting
Lxman of the

woik at

BosTor.--, PI. Boston
School Common's won tlio V, At. c A.
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by a oxer High
School, The Boston sored
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puinla.
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Bill Donovan's friend, and they are
legion, were glad to hear that Smiling
William has landed back with the De-

troit Tigers as coach and irsneral ad-

viser to pitchers. Returning to Detroit
Is like olns back home to Wild Bill.
Though Philadelphia claims Donox-a- s
one of Its sons, Bill put In the greater
part of his career with Detroit He
pitched for the Tigers from 1902 Ho

1913 Inclusive.
Donovan alxvays has been a warm

favorite in Detroit. The fans there
have the same affection for him that the
Kew York fans hold for .Matty and the
Chicago fans for Ed Walsh. Should
Jennings ever sever his connections with
Detroit, Donovan Is sure to succeed liim.

Donovan's task In Detroit is no easy
one. In fact he Is called upon to
tackle one of the toughe.'t tasks In th
hlg league, namely help Hugh Jennings
develc,i a p'tchlng staff. A peculiar Jinx
has followed the Detroit pitchers sines
the passing of Donovan, Mullen aret
Summers. The club has tried mors than
a hundred pitchers, but Jias been un-
able to get a first viasn pitching staff.
Dubuc was good for a while, eo wers
Dauss and Coveleskle, but never sines

l the old cnamplonshlp days In Detroit
has Jennlnis had what might bs called
a first class pitching staff. In both 1916
and 1916 Detroit would hax's won tsnds

I down xvlth one more reliable, seasod
pitcher.

Jinx Follnneil Donovan,
Pittsburg has had the same Jinx rlth

first basemen since Kitty Bransfleld
traded to the Phillies In 190S. Ths Pi-
rates havo tried first basemen by the
doten without much success,

Donoxan will carry the samo system
to Detroit xv.lh him which helped him
to develop a strong staff of youngsters
on thu Yankees In 1916 when the club
was headed for a pennant. An vincanpy
number of injuries then wtecked b.li
club and drove tho Yanks out of thn
running. Bill never lccovered from
that blow. Had fate treated him dlf- -
ferently in 1911 be might havo won a
pennant In his second year as a big
leaguer and be named among the ibase-- I

a'll miracle men, like George Stalling
at.d Pat Moran.

Donovan's theory of developing a
young pitcher Is to leave him in to tako
his humps. Donovan believes that by
.iiilllrs out a pitcher whenever ho gets

' Into trouble, a manager merely breaks
tho pltchcr'. spirit. "You never can
tell what a club will do until thn pis'
els .ue put to the test, bases full, noun
out. asd all of that." said Bill, discus-
sing the subject. "The samo applies to
a pitcner You can't tell xxhat he can
do until you let htm face a couple ol
such erui lal situations.

Must llnxe Confidence In Pltelirr
"Often a pitcher Is in trouble throu.-i-

no cause of his own. A batter nny take
.i wild .swing nt a. ypitler and occaslm-.ill- x

drlxo It ifc. The net tlmo th
pitcher may etitguc-- - the batter, vim
will get eutx'p aioiind the handlx of
his bat ami dump U Into tho infield.
Then tho pitcher is in trouble, de?plln
Ihe fact he h.iii been pitching good ball
all the t'.me. Tho fans max- - not suspect
vvh.it In going on Hi the Held, and begin
to call for the pitchers removal. But
here t a situation which requires the
manager to keep confidence In a pitcher.
I .nek of confidence by tho manager lias
ruined many a fine pitcher.

"The shadow of the minors always
hangs over every young rltchcr com-
ing up Ho is anxious to make good,
yet Is afraid he'll be sent back. I al-

ways liked to make every young pitcher
on the Yankees feel be had his chance,
and that if lie could show something bo
would be kept or wo would keep a
string on him. livery man is entitled
to his chain e. 1 know, because I had
to go through tlio mill m.velf."

Bill xvas scut b.i.k to thn minors after
being fiist tried out bv the Washington
club, but claims to this day that lie had
as much then ns bo ever did but was
no! given a pioper opportunity to show
it. Any xoutis. pitcher coming up xvitli
Detmit next season w i'l have n warm
friend in Bill, and If thev follow his
.nstt ticllon. ihdr opporttioii;. for stick-
ing iiruiiud in the big le.iR ;c. vxill be
greatly increr-sc-d.

ri mrr TnlUs A limit Xllnors.
Derby Bill rixme- - thn effervescent

lender of the Louisville i lul. anil gener-
ally legal ded as the best minor league
manager In the counti.v, has somo inter-
esting remniks to make about minor
league ball next season.

"There ln't a manager In the Ameri- -
,,,,., .sor 'ntlo'i xvho lias anv Idea now

he'll finish next .season During my
, i,!1f.iwl 1 never taw such a

Lituation Pmm.Iv there am teams
j , mnrd to co strong and',., , nn,, t' the -- ea with little I" hope
!

of setting ihove ll'ftli place but this
I ,p mlnor eaKUp i,;,s. ball Is so
Jumbled up that nobody xan tell how
a team m likely tn stand until after tho
season ge's well under xvax-- .

"Nn clubs hnvo liesituted to sell a
pla.. er that the big leasues wanted, and
xv in turn puieliHsul fioni other leastier
Most exeiy malinger will stait xvlth i
Job lot team, and I don't think there, is
a manager m Hie league xvho teallv Uvi
the faintest idea vvheie he Will finish,
llvei.xtlntig vv II hinge on lu I, '

MmcI.'. s'.'.ihiu snlaiv l.liull.
CO" Hi" Mac!; vv ll pit- pal.iiies of onlv

..,iiv." a yea: ii' ii v.i, x on hi.
naMUluni imuie. now cic win .mri.

tie permitted to bur esn,ue baseball In
I'iadelph'.n Mai ; has been a great

llguie in baseball He and McGraw
are tlie only maiuRcrs who hax'o xxou
filii pennauty nnd lie .s tho only man-
ager who lias xv. in tbreo world's seiie.s,
and lie lias developed more star playe-- s

Oiau any other figure iu bass ha II. His
p.ii-- t record only insplies lespeut

But Mack is no longer playing In
good faith xvlth Philadelphia funs ir the
fans of tlio oilier American league
cities. How can ho expert a pl.ijer tn
attempt to aspire to anything III Phil-
adelphia when lie knows only n minor
lea sue ."alary la ,n prospect for h'm?

It .Mack does not cato to plav big
e.;iio baseball iii Philadelphia, let liim

get nut, and haxe some one tako over
thn team who will glxn Philadelphia a
major league team on the Hold ns well .

in tho standing!'.
No theatrical manager m so grtat that

he can gel bv vv.tli medio :ro t.hows and
a pool" can Hi' n. a; axe put over sonei
of Ihe sensations of tlio stage In thn
and brought nut some of the Croat ar
tlsis of tho dnx, cut vv.ien lie rJtts bid
show i 'for four su essi n seasons In
r.eneiallv ad nn he i ipnio fur and T- -t

les ,.i. It in no lo f r he expected
to get svmpa by li ajso of his psyt
grealuess. I.et 111 m jtoduce bg laru
bail or ipul uic kiii. j

i.


